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minars, one at each of the corners of the terrace, are constructed of
marble, while the subsidiary buildings and the enclosure walls are
of red sandstone. The latter has a tendency to be readily affected
by the atmosphere. Extensive repairs have been made. The
fractured marble facing of the main tomb has been renewed, and
the inlay decoration, which forms the most interesting feature of
the Taj, has been restored. Due attention has been paid to the
garden, where paved pathways, water tanks, channels and fountains
have been repaired. Heavy and big trees have been gradually cut
and pruned to bring into view from the main entrance the whole
group of buildings, and the open plots of ground have been con-
verted into green lawns interspersed with beds of flowers. The
neighbouring buildings have been overhauled, and their proper
maintenance has improved the surroundings of this famous monu-
ment, enhancing its charm and beauty.

After its capture by the British, the Agra Fort was occupied by
the military, who used the Diwan-i-Am as an arsenal, Akbari Mahal
as a prison, and Salimgarh as a soldiers' canteen. The Jahangiri
Mahal, the most ornate palace in the fort, was the first to receive
attention. Here there has been a complete restoration, including
the rebuilding of the fallen river facade, together with the kiosks and
chhattris on the upper storey. The hideous rows of casements at the
quadrangle of the Diwan-i-Am have been removed and the cloisters
repaired: the archways of Salimgarh, which were bricked up, have
been opened. Most of the Akbari Mahal had vanished before the
advent of the British, and the removal of debris, averaging three feet
in depth all over its site, disclosed the remains of a paved courtyard
and of the suite of compartments surrounding it, in addition to the
range of chambers which crown the river face of the fort wall. The
Anguri Mahal, Machhi Bhawan and Moti Masjid have been re-
stored to their original condition.